The correlated network of acupuncture effect: a functional connectivity study.
A functional connectivity, which are temporally correlated in functionally related brain regions, before and after acupuncture manipulation was measured by MRI. Amygdala, as the control system of endogenetic analgesia, was selected for "seed" point. We found that compelling similarity existed in the network of resting state before and after acupuncture manipulation. A paired student t-test was implemented to investigate under the different conditions. The main difference was found in the limbic system, brainstem and cerebellum. We conclude that the default endogenous analgesia functional network exists in human brain at a low level, and it could be increased to a higher level by acupuncture modulation.